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Key Changes in SBA’s Proposed Rule 
 
On August 23, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

issued a proposed rule, “HUBZone Program Updates and 

Clarifications, and Clarifications to Other Small Business 

Programs” (Proposed Rule), in which it announces several 

pending changes that have serious implications for many of 

its small business programs, including the Historically 

Underutilized Business Zone (HUBZone), 8(a) Business 

Development, and Mentor-Protégé programs.  

As with many SBA proposed rules, this rule contains 

extensive updates and clarifications. We will unpack the key 

changes outlined in the Proposed Rule in a series of client 

alerts designed to inform government contractors about 

how the rule may impact their businesses. Once SBA 

announces the final rule, we will continue the series with 

updates describing the compliance requirements and how 

Thompson Hine can help small business contractors achieve 

and maintain compliance. 

Our client alerts will address proposed changes that will 

apply uniformly across all socioeconomic programs, such as 

negative control considerations and size and status 

recertification standards. We will also highlight proposed 

changes specific to the HUBZone and 8(a) Business 

Development programs.  

Comments on the Proposed Rule are due on October 7, 2024, 

and can be submitted here. We are also happy to assist 

clients seeking to submit comments on the Proposed Rule. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, please contact: 

Edward T. DeLisle 

202.973.2725 

Edward.DeLisle@ThompsonHine.com 

Andrés M. Vera 

202.973.2795 

Andres.Vera@ThompsonHine.com 

or another member of our Government Contracts group. 

Amaiya L. Johnson also contributed to this article. Amaiya is a 

Thompson Hine law clerk; she is not admitted to the practice of 

law. 

*** 

This advisory bulletin may be reproduced, in whole or in 
part, with the prior permission of Thompson Hine LLP and 
acknowledgment of its source and copyright. This 
publication is intended to inform clients about legal matters 
of current interest. It is not intended as legal advice. 
Readers should not act upon the information contained in it 
without professional counsel. 

This document may be considered attorney advertising in 
some jurisdictions.  
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